
Ramblers Lake District Area

Minutes  of  Area  Footpaths  Committee  meeting  held  at  Stricklandgate  Methodist
Church Hall, Kendal, on Saturday 10th October 2015

Present
Chairman: Brian Jones 
Group  Footpath  Secretaries:  Alan  Duval
(Penrith),  Phil  Walker  (Furness),  Jean
Walker (Lancaster)
Others:  Dennis  Pook  (Area  Footpath
Secretary), 

19/15 Apologies
Dave Harrison, Jennifer Gallagher

20/15 Minutes of 4th July 2015 meeting 
Approved

21/15 Matters Arising
23/14 & 12/15 Trowbarrow Quarry
Network Rail does want to divert the RoW
which currently passes over a nearby level
crossing  and  Lancs.  City  Council  has
issued  a  consultation  letter.  AD
commented that  the  diversion should  be
made under Section 119 of the Highways
Act.

26/14 & 12/15 Storth Public Inquiry
Inspector  has  confirmed  the  order  with
minor modifications

4/15 & 12/15 Sharpe Legacy
DP did ask yet again for a list of 2015 FtF
projects but has had no response.

7/15 Berners Lee Lane, Grange
DP spoke to Richard Thorpe & JG about
progress on re-opening the Berners Lane
rail  crossing.  A building  development  is
taking  place  alongside  the  railway
between  Berners  Lane  &  Clare  House
Lane which does have a footbridge over
the  railway.  JG  has  written  to  David
Gibson  of  CCC  to  ask  for  a  PRoW  to
added to the definitive map linking the two
lanes via this new development.

7/15 Kendal- Walkers are Welcome. 
DP  spoke  to  Tom  Clare,  the  previous
Mayor  of  Kendal,  who  has  not  really
progressed an application to the Walkers
are  Welcome  organisation.  Many  more
signatures  are  required  than  the  250

collected to date and it appears unless the
Kendal Group choose to promote this idea
with the Town Council then it will not go 
any further.
13/15 CCC Budget Cuts
DP received two responses to his item in
the Area Newsletter  expressing interest in
volunteer work parties.
13/15 Sharpe Legacy
No details  of  the proposed boardwalk  at
Rusland Moss received as yet.
14/15 Diversion, Leach House, Lancaster
A  site  meeting  was  held  and  no  major
issues were raised. A modification regards
a ‘holding area’ on the A6 was suggested.
16/15 Lost Ways
Ernie Robin has agreed to continue as the
Area ‘lead’ for this campaign.

22/15 Access
Natural  England have formally  made the
Gatebarrow  Reserve  an  ‘open  access’
area  but  with  a  restriction  on  dogs.
Although the reserve has been a ‘de facto’
access area for many years this change in
attitude  by  Natural  England  regards
access is welcome.
.
23/15 Case Studies
AD  attended  the  June  meeting  of  the
Warcop  Access  Group.  A  new  Range
Officer,  perhaps  keen  to  resolve  long
standing issues, raised the closure of two
RoWs which pass through the impact area
and which have to be cleared before the
RoWs can  be re-opened  after  firing  has
ceased. Diversion of one RoW would be
relatively  easy,  but  the  other  passes
through  the  middle  of  the  impact  area.
This  latter  RoW leads to the higher fells
and  Ramblers  would  not  want  it  to  be
closed.  Much  of  it  is  on  a  farm  access
track, which would presumably have to be
cleared anyway.

24/15 Sharpe Legacy
After a discussion about the current lack of
projects  DP  suggested  to  PW  that  we
again ask the LDNPA rangers about  one
of Ramblers’ previous proposals to install



a  footbridge  over  a  beck  above
Tilberthwaite Gill. DP suggested we could
offer up to £2000.

25/15 Big Pathwatch Campaign
Two  members  have  responded  to  DP’s
item in the area newsletter to say they are
carrying out surveys. DP has put them in
touch  with  their  respective  Group  FP
Secs.
Jean  Walker  (JW)  spoke  about  her
experiences  of  accessing  the  main
website. In her opinion some of the reports
submitted are rather lightweight.

26/15 Lost Ways

Lancaster Group are submitting a number
of  small  applications  for  DMMOs  to
resolve  mapping  anomalies.  They  are
building up their experience in submitting
claims and in particular using a ‘paragraph
1 letter’ to ask LCC to register the claim as
valid  regards  the  quality  of  background
information provided. 
BJ suggested that Lost Ways be added to
the agenda as a standard item.

28/15 Next Meeting
10.30  a.m.  on  Saturday  27th February
2016 in the Upper Room of Stricklandgate
Methodist Church Hall, Kendal. 




